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MASHONALAND BRANCH ACTI VI Tl ES

Regul ar Monthly Quti ngs

1. Mukuvisi Wodl ands: Sunday 5th Novenber and 3rd Decenber 1995. Meet at
Paget Road entrance at 630 a.m There will be a vehicle guard in
att endance.

2. Lake Chivero Bird Sanctuary: Sunday 12th Novenber and 10t h Decenber 1995.
Meet at Marinba Shopping Centre at 6.30 a.m Begi nners are especially
catered for. Vehicles parked in a safe area. Bring your chairs and tea.

Sat urday Afternoon Qutings

1. 18th Novenber 1995. Mar | bor ough Sewerage Works. Meet at Marl borough
Shoppi ng Centre between Hizabeth W ndsor and Princess Margaret Roads off
Harare Drive. Tine 2.00 p.m

2. No Decenber outing

Sunday Quti ngs

1. 26th Novenber 1995. D chwe Lenon Forest, Murw. A conbined WIldlife
Soci ety and Mashonal and Birdwatchers dub outing. Meet at Ashbrittle
Shopping Centre. Time 5.30 a.m Bring tea, chairs and eats.

2. No Decenber outing.

Eveni ng Meeti ngs

1. Thursday 16th Novenber 1995. Video evening at Jacko WIllianis home — 14
Harare Drive, Geystone Park. Phone 882206 for further details.

2. No Decenber nmeeting.




EASTERN DI STRI CTS BI RD CLUB

Chali r man: M K D xon 62882 Miutare

Secretary: M ss G Henning 4 Mnosa Court, 2nd St, Mutare

Recor der: M A B (Tony) Curtis 60181 Mutare

Quti ngs

Sat ur day 11t h Novenber 1995 Penhal onga 2.00 p. m

Sunday 26t h Novenber 1995 Nyanga 5.30 a.m

Sat urday 9t h Decenber 1995 Bvunmba —Eden Lodge 2.00 p. m

Sunday 31st Decemnber 1995 Cynar a 6.00 p. m

The group assenbles at the Museum in Aerodronme Road at the time stated. It

is always advisable to check on arrangenents by ringing Ken Di xon on 62882
or Tony Curtis on 60181.

MATABELELAND BRANCH ACTI VI TI ES

Friday 3rd Novenber 1995: ‘BERT’ (Black Eagle Radio Telenetry) Wrren
Goodwin and his team have a short sequence of video on attaching
transmtters to Verreaux’'s Eagles. Warren also has a variety of other
‘shorts’ which he will show. After tea a RSPB video “Gsprey” or “The Secret
Reeds”. Venue: 3 Bouchier Way, HIllside at 8 p.m Contact Barbara Cromar
for directions. Tel. 41983

Friday 1st Decenber 1995 Sunset krding at Hillside Dans. Hopeful ly we
will have had sone rain and trees should be in |eaf. Meet at the Aoe
Garden car park at 5.30 p.m for an evenings stroll

Quti ngs

Sunday 19th Novenber 1995: Southern Carmine Bee-eater Quting. W are
planning to visit the Randall’s farm in the Urgusa Valley — hopefully the
Carmine colony will be active this year, if not the venue nmay change! Meet

at the Falls Road Garage at 7.30 a. m, bringing norning tea and lunch if you
wish to stay on. Contact Martin Snmith for details —42474.

Sunday 10th Decenber 1995: Christnas Social. This year’'s social wll be
held at WIllow Park —birding followed by an evening braai. Contact Penny
Feat her for details —44034.

Al sl eby: Sunday 26th Novenber 1995: The wet season with hopefully plenty to
see. Meet Tim English —Tel 45638 —at Aisleby boomat 7.30 a.m Note —
there is no outing to Aisleby in Decenber.

From t he Chairman

A lengthy school holiday which has enabled plenty of ‘odd jobs to be
tackled. A small group of birders spent a busy norning sticking up entries
to the ‘Paint a Bird conpetition, which are now on display in the Miseum

courtyard. St andards were high with sone delightful pictures. These have
been judged results being:
Seni ors Juni ors Infants

1st Mdira Masuka —Convent Ti nashe Uraya — Muikudzai Chi weshe —
MIlton Jnr. Petra Primary

2nd Barbara Mazarire — Sarah Rilling — Runbudzai Maphosa —
Convent Petra High

3rd Fl eur Fenner —Convent. Twoboy Kauswa — Cassandra N xon —

Mhali Govt Primary Witestone

Thank you to all who hel ped to nmake this year’s conpetition a success.



In the MATOPOS Warren's team have been in action and at the time of witing
have succeeded in putting transnmitters on three chicks [Verreaux’'s Eagle?].
Hopeful ly their novenents can now be tracked and sone of the queries solved.

Finally, reeds have kken deared — yet again —in front of the hide at
Ai sl eby, though there is now no water due to a burst nain!

Good birding —Editor.

Inter-branch Visit. This happened despite rather poor support — Geoff Lowe
and Bryant Elliot were the only rash Branch nenbers. On a Saturday norning
outing to KHAM Railway Dam overcast conditions axd a biting w nd neant
only a few birds were to be seen. Below the wall and along the water course
smal | pockets of life were found including a variety of seed eaters and a
smal|l party of Burnt-necked Erenonela, overhead White-backed Vulture scudded
past . Back to the dam the shore produced a pair of Buffy Pipit —it was
pleasing to be able to nane them positively —also a multitude of African
Quail fi nch which seened to appear from under our feet. On Sunday the trip
to Al SLEBY proved rewarding with plenty of waders including white Riff, a
variety of ducks both Cape Teal and Maccoa. Per haps next year this event
will receive better support!

Martin Snith

Skel et ons: The Ornithol ogy Departnent of the Natural History Miseum Bul awayo
is building up a collection of bird skeletons. The specinens need not be in
as good condition as is needed for the skin collection. Al'l  specinens
shoul d be sent to:

The Hon Curator of O nithology, Natural History Miseum Bul awayo.

M DLANDS BI RDI NG CLUB

Co-ordi nator: B WBeekes P O Box 55 Shurugwi Phone 1523422
Newsl etter No. 1

To the questionnaire sent out in July, the following responses were
recei ved:
Nurmber of responses 11
Yes No
Are you interested in attending nore birding functi ons
in the Mdl ands area? 7 2

Are you interested in fornming a Mdlands Branch i ncl udi ng
Gneru and Kadona areas?

Are you interested in formng a Gaeru area branch?

Are you interested in formng a Kadonae area branch?

Are you interested in forming a Gveru Branch as a

Sub- branch of Bul awayo?

Are you interested in form ng a Kadona Branch as a

Sub- branch of Harare?

N W W W
NN wWN N

The response was underwhel m ng. Generally nost nenbers are too spread out
to nake organising functions a sinple matter. Many people would |ike nore
functions but there is a real problemin attending anything nore than 50 km
away from hone, especially if you live out on a farm

However having said that, our birding day at Princess Farmin SHURUGN was a
success despite a small turnout. Jacko WIllianms and Monica Fiorini cane
fromHarare. Insufficient nmenber’'s attended to forma Conmmittee but it was
agreed that | would act as Co-ordinator. It was agreed by consensus to form
a Mdlands Birding dub covering the whole Mdl ands (subject to ratification
by QAZ Council) and see how events devel op. As | do not know anyone in
Kadoma/ Chegut u ar ea



I regret that initially there will be a bias towards the Gaeru end of the
M dl ands. |s anyone in the Kadoma/Chegutu area willing to act as organiser
for that area? It was agreed to organise an event every two nonths or so,
preferably alternating between the east and west ends of the M dl ands.

If you are willing to hold a Birding day in January, March, My, July,
Septenber or Novenber 1996 please contact ne. If you can accomopdate
canpers it will allow for a birding weekend and will enable people to cone
fromfurther afield on a self catering basis.

Quting
Sunday 29th Cctober 1995. Ted and Jacque Allen. Tarvie Farm Gneru.
Directions: Comng from Gaeru on the Shurugwi Road turn left at the 18.5 km

peg (sign says Chitw nguisa Sem nary). Cross the railway line, turn left
imediately and follow the railway line along the old strip road. After a
few hundred nmetres turn right at the base of the hill. Continue until you
cone to a Jacaranda Avenue and farm security gate. It is only about 1 km
fromthe nmain road but is a poor road. If you wish to canp over the weekend
you will be welcone to do so at our farm Princess which is about 20 km from

Tarvi e. Pl ease phone ne at 152-6422. Ted and Jacque can be contacted on
154-231124 (poor party line).

On behal f of the other Branches | would like to welcone the Mdlands Birding
Club and wi sh them every success and CGood Birding. Editor

QUTI NG REPORTS

Sunday 30th July 1995. CYNARA O d Mitare.

As we arrived Cynara |ooked nore dry and arid than ever before, dam levels
too were lower even than in 1991. Despite this, 4 hours later we had a Iist
of 80 species. It is such a pity that there were not nore watchers to enjoy
t he spectacle. It was pleasing to have three juniors with us who were not
only know edgeabl e but very sharp-eyed —a facility lacking in the seniors!
Expecting little on the water we set off across dry scrub and grassland and
quickly built up a list of compn species |like Chin-spot Batis, Long-billed
Cronbec, Chestnut-vented Tit-babbler and bunti ngs. Qur attention was drawn
to a raptor in a distant tree identified as a Dark Chanting-goshawk and
later we saw it’s junior. The same field of view had an even bigger bird of
prey —a Hooded Vulture —not recorded before. Wen it took off we noticed
circling above a hawk. Could it have been that Lanner Falcon we rescued
| ast Novenber? Over the dam a White-backed WVulture joined the Hooded
Vul ture.

Eventual ly we turned our attention to the water and were rewarded with 57
Egyptian Goose, an African Spoonbill, dossy Ibis, a Conmb Duck and the usual
smal l er varieties. Only the Gey Crowned Crane was m ssing. Qur regul ar
winter visitor the Capped Weatear was running about with Red-capped Lark,
Ruf ous- naped Lark, Buffy Pipit and African Pipit and Crowned Lapw ng. An
enj oyable norning’s birding —nuch nmore fruitful than expected.

Ken Di xon

13th —14th August 1995. Bul awayo.

Geoff Lowe and | visited the Matabel el and Branch over the |ong weekend. On
Saturday we went to a dam owned by the Railways on the Pluntree road
[KHAM ] . Interesting birds seen were Yellowbellied Erenpnela and Burnt-
necked Erenmonela, Chestnut-vented Tit-babbler, Buffy Pipit and an adult
Bat el eur.

On Sunday we visited the nost inpressive Aisleby. | strongly recommend all
menbers to visit Aisleby. Geoff and | thank the Matabel eland Branch and
Martin Snmith for hosting us

Bryant Elli ot



Sunday 27th August 1995. AUDLEY END.

Most of our records centred around a beautiful shallow dam surrounded by
reeds of energent vegetation, built about 5 years ago, close to the houses.
We saw 12 Squacco Heron, a Little Bittern, a \Wite-backed Duck and 3 African
Pygny- goose, 8 Common Modor hen and 2 Red—knobbed Coot, 14 African Jacana and

the Lesser Swanp-warbler. In the soak zone of the dam 2 Wattled Lapw ngs,
African Pipit, Yellowthroated Longcl aws, Cape Longclaws and Rosy-throated
Longcl aws, Orange-breasted Wxbill and the African (Quailfi nch. (No

Locustfinch this tine!) On the dry land were 2 Crowned Lapw ngs, African
Pal mswi ft and we heard Klaas’'s Cuckoo. A pair of Capped Weatears, Gey
Go- away-bird, Southern Grey-headed Sparrows and Yel lowthroated Petronias.
Wiile in the garden we saw Lesser Honeyguide and Monbo Tit feeding chicks.
Wi te-browed Robin-chat and Wite-throated Robin-chat with Kurrichane Thrush
and G oundscraper Thrush, Jameson’s Firefinch and Red-billed H nches, House
Sparrow and Sreaky-headed Seedeater.

Trevor took us on a gane drive where we saw 16 nmamual species from Bush
Squirrel to Graffe. He reported that the Eland had conpletely ruined his
arboretum with name tags on every tree and we saw a splendid specinmen of
flowering Fernandoa magnifica which he planted about 10 years ago and he
reckons is one of Zinbabwe’s rarest trees. He also nentioned that African
Purpl e Swanphens had bred at the dam | ast year. In this terrible drought
there cannot be too nany places left for this species to nest! M copies of
Sunbird reveal ed previous visits to this nost interesting comrercial tobacco
farmin Nos. 72, 76, 85, 91, 93, 98, 105, 118 and 130. January - 3, April -
3, August —2, Septenber — 1 and Decenber - 1 visit.

I suppose if we conmb through the Tree Society magazine Treelife we would
find equally fascinating records of the flora on Audl ey End.

Qur grateful thanks to M & Ms Trevor Gordon — whose average age is 89 —
for a wonderful day.

On ny way horme at the 40 km peg on the Harare—€hirundu road, | cane across a
dead Southern White-faced Scops-ow with its elbow joint caught on the top
strand of a barbed wire fence. | feel The Babbler is the ideal place to

docunent casualties of this nature.
D V Rocki ngham-&G 11

Sun 27t h August 1995 Gsborne Dam

A small group turned out on a glorious late winter norning to visit the area
close to the eastern end of the OSBORNE DAM wal | . Birds were scarce and by
ten o' clock only sixteen species had been noted. The water level is very
low and falling, leaving a wide margin of sterile sand and a few dead trees
and beyond the area which was inundated earlier in the year the woodland is
sparse with little or no undergrowth or grass. O the 16 species seen, 4
were swallows or martins; the 5 water birds included 2 Yellow-billed Egrets.
It was good to have Darrell and Ms Plowes with us. W welcone them back to
Mitare and | ook forward to the pleasure of their conpany on future outings.
Tony Curtis

Saturday 9th Septenber 1995 CYNARA Farm OLD MJUTARE.

On the previous occasion Tony Curtis and | had visited Cynara, we had been
lucky enough to have excellent views of a pair of Gabar Goshawks, one the
standard grey version, the other the nelanistic (black) phase. In fact had
we not seen the grey we would have had geat difficulty identifying the
smal |l black raptor in a tree alongside the farnyard. It was with this in
m nd that our group of 7 began the afternoon tour in the same spot. No |uck
this time, but despite the heat and dust there was plenty to see.



The upper danms were virtually enpty but still attract a few waders; Three-
banded Pl over, Wod Sandpiper and Conmon Sandpi per. Wiile searching for
these our attention was diverted skywards where we were delighted to see a
Black Stork. In fact, a nmonth ago Tony and | a few days later had seen half
a dozen of the same species on the large dam As we wended our way through
the fields and woodland we spotted Wiite-bellied Sunbird and Meves's
Starling which is surely a sign of the drought.

The | ower danms had African Sacred Ibis, a Ruff and the usual Egyptian Coose
and Wite-faced Duck while African Fish-eagles sat in the trees on the edge.
A lone Mttled Swift put in a brief appearance followed by a flock of
Speckl ed Pi geon. In al we saw or heard sonme 58 species. We hope that
Betty, our visitor from Belgium enjoyed the outing as much as the rest of
us did.

Ken D xon

Sunday 10 Septenber 1995 Princess Farm SHURUGW

The day started with a walk around Berny’'s garden at about 0800. W saw a
male and female Mocking Aiff-chat and Village Wavers at a bird table, with
African Pal mswifts and lesser Striped Swallows flying above us. We al so

saw a resident Wahl berg’s Eagl e perched cl ose by.

W then went for a drive and wal k which took us through hilly Brachystegia
woodl and and down into a dry riverine area which was muinly Acacia
sieberi ana with a trenmendous anpbunt of Lantana canara. The first stop was
to watch a little G een-backed Honeybird and Wite-crested Hel met-shrikes,
we then carried on to a dry river bed where we heard some Helneted
Gui neafow and saw sone nonkeys. A pretty Wiite-throated Robin-chat was
junmping around in the thicket. Downstream we saw a pair of Wahlberg s Eagl e
and a Brown Snake-eagle soaring above us. Further along we saw an African
Hoopoe and a Tropical Boubou, above us were three Pied Crows. W did not
see nmany birds on the walk through the Lantana jesse as it was pretty hot.
When we arrived at the dry river bed we heard the Yell ow+fronted Tinkerbird

and either an Eneral d-spotted Wod-dove or Tanbourine Dove. No positive
identification was nade. At mdday we went back to the house as it was
getting too hot for birding. In all we saw and heard 56 speci es.

I would like to thank M and Ms Beekes for this outing and our two Harare
visitors for their attendance.
Gordon Conway 11 yrs.

Sunday 17th Septenber 1995
Annual Verreaux's Eagle Quting —MATOPCS

A small group of Verreaux’'s Eagle observers net at Retreat car park at 7.30
a.m on a bright norning with a breeze bl owi ng.

Proceedi ng towards Matopos at the Junction of Kezi/Mtopos Roads in the blue
gum trees on the right, we observed a Wahlberg’s Eagle nest in the process
of construction. Five Wahl berg’s Eagles were seen. On the circular drive
an African Hawk-eagle chick was seen on its nest —with the adult flying
near by.

W investigated a track before the Msheleli Road, clinbed the kopjie and
had a good view of the valley towards Nest 86. A Verreaux’'s Eagle was seen
flying. By now many calls sounded remarkably |ike teatime so we made our
way to Efifi picnic site to neet up with Warren Goodwi n’s group who had been
fitting radio transmtters to chicks. He had conpleted fitting transmtters
to chicks on Nest 86, 111 and 48. We then drove along Kezi Road and saw a
pair of Verreaux's Eagles perched atop a kopjie and sighted a Yellowbilled
Kite. Just inside the Park fence down a rough track and after a |ong walk
we climbed up the kopjie adjoining the rock which has Nest 111 and were
rewarded with a lovely clear view of the chick on which Warren tried out his
transmitter and he picked up a strong signal.



W stopped at Mesilumi Dam for lunch and viewed the chick on Nest 51B
t hrough the tel escope. We drove towards Mal eme Dam stopping on the way to
view Nest 34A at the Stack - the chick was standing on the edge of the nest.
Afternoon tea was at Malene Dam and the telescope ainmed at Nest No. 1
reveal ed no Verreaux’s Eagles —instead a Laner Fal con chick was on the nest
with the adult perched on a small tree growing out of a crack. There was
much discussion as to whether the Falcon was Peregrine Falcon or Lanner
after a very keen German birder to whom we had spoken earlier categorically
stated it was a Peregrine. The general consensus of opinion was that it was
a Lanner Fal con.

A nost interesting and rewardi ng day despite hordes of noppani bees.

Bar bara Cromar

RI FA 1995 —Friday 22nd —Tuesday 26th Septenber 1995.

Forty two enthusiastic Birders and Hunters converged on the Hunters’
Associ ation of Zinbabwe Education Canp near Chirundu. It was hot, dry and
dusty with lots of good hunmour culminating in the presentation of QAZAR ‘95
(OCAZ at Rifa) awards to deserving recipients. W were exhorted to wear our
nane tags —sadly one nmenber did not conply once (perhaps wanting to renmin
unidentified?). However everyone got to know each other quickly and it was
great to have menbers from Bul awayo (gl anmpbur and nuscle), Mitare, Bvunba,
Juliasdale, Kiriba as well as Banba Zonke. Some nenbers were involved in
vehicle rescues — nuch appreciated by those rescued. The programe was
varied with visits to MVulture Point, B & C Canps, Sharu Forest (sheer
magi c), the Pattisons’ Fish Farm and the Southern Carm ne Bee-eater col ony.
Sorme nenbers —on the first day - stunbled close to a lion —no one was keen
to |l eave canp without a Hunter in tow after that!

Specials seen included in the 183 total were Eastern Nicator, Livingstone's
Fl ycat cher and Bat Hawk.

Next year do yourself a favour and head for Rifa with the OQAZ.  The catering
is superb as well as everything el se.

TAl L FEATHERS

On Saturday 30th Septenber 1995 | had a couple of hours to spare in Bul awayo
and went to the Miseum to see the “Paint a Bird” conpetition. It was
fantastic and congratulations to Martin Smth and his Committee on a
wonder ful idea.

Dave G ay

On 15th June 1995 at 17.00 hours | heard birds twittering noisily and in a
large Mopane tree at the base of a large granite, as expected was an owm. A
Verreaux’s Eagle-oM — Bubo lacteus —eating sonething feathered high up in
the tree. As | approached the ow flew away and | went in search of soneone
to climb the tree in order to establish what was being consuned. About 30
netres fromthe tree there was anongst a pile of feathers, the head and one
wing of an inmature African Hawk-eagle — Hieraaetus fasci atus. This was
slightly offensive. Soneone clinbed the tree for me ad brought down the
lower telly, runmp and tail of the imuature African Hawk-eagle. This we
returned to a lower branch and on investigating a few hours later, it had
been removed. Is it possible that the African Hawk-eagle was on the ground
eating its prey when preyed upon by the Verreaux's Eagle-ow ?

A few days |ater another inmature African Hawk- eagle attacked ny Bantam who
was with all her chickens. She and the cock squawked so nuch that the dogs
and | ran out frightening off the hawk-eagle. Judging by the feathers and
her wounds | think that the hen had been picked up and then dropped when we
arrived on the scene. The African Hawk- eagle perched on a tree close by and
wat ched us for a while. The hen was in a state of shock with a few wounds
on her rib cage. The Rooster took over the brooding of the chicks! The hen
survived and now watches the sky very cl osely.

Mar garet Gaw or



4th —8th Septenber 1995. HWANGE/ VI CTORI A FALLS area.

A couple of hot, dry and dusty days in the area of Min Canp followed by a
short spell at the Falls was rewarded by positive identification of 97
species including 6 of the Eagles (Martial Eagle, Tawny Eagle, Bateleur,
Lesser Spotted Eagle, African Hawk-eagle and Wahl berg’'s Eagle and 3 of the
Vultures (Lappet-faced Multure, Wite-backed Wulture and \Wite-headed
Vul ture). It was fascinating watching Swallowtailed Bee-eaters and Little
Bee-eat ers hawking. The nost interesting sightings however, were that of a
flock of 14 Trunpeter Hornbills (Bycanistes bucinator) in the Rain Forest of
the Falls and a handsonme pair of Collared Palmthrush (G chladusa arquata)
upstream fromthe Falls in the Gane Reserve between Kazungula and the Falls.
The Collared Pal mthrush was a lifer for ne and | discovered that this bird
is not listed in Newran's 1901 Update but it is depicted in Sasol’s Birds of
Sout hern Africa, Roberts and is well described by CJ Vernon in the Conplete
Book of South African Birds conpiled by Gnn, Mllleron and MlIstein. WRL
Stuttaford

When on a gane drive whilst staying at Manzou Safari Canp, MAZOWNE during the

recent Heroes holiday Doug and Vida Siebert and | canme across a Crested
Bar bet perched upon the rimof a very active ants’ nest, feeding voraciously
on the wunfortunate ants |abouring nearest the surface. The bird was
obviously enjoying its neal as the head was thrust repeatedly into the
opening as it sought to get its fill. It had obviously been doing this for
some time as there was evidence all around the exterior showing that the
Barbet was not noving away even to ablute! W wat ched spel | bound and the

Barbet didn't appear the best bit concerned.

We thoroughly enjoyed the weekend and although exceptionally dry the
surroundi ngs provided lots of interest and the canp is very confortable.

Marj orie Barker

Bi rdwat ch 1996 — 24t h/25th February 1996

Cards available from Jacko Wllians, 14 Harare Drive, Geystone Park,
Har ar e.

This is the Annual 24 hour Birdwatch. At least 2 of your team nust be QAZ
nmenbers and speci es recorded seen by them both. Keep to One @S if possible
(25km x 25km square). This will help update Atlas data for the future.

VI DEO

The OAZ Council has purchased Ken Newman's video “Birds —An Introduction”,
whi ch may be borrowed by menbers. It will be kept in John Paxton's office —
Phone Harare 14 — 794611. Anyone w shing to borrow it can contact John.
There will be a charge of $10 for three nights for the use of the tape and
this nmoney raised will go towards the purchase of further wildlife tapes

with a bias to birds.

AGM 1996 —29th and 30th March 1996

Venue: La Rochel |l e, Penhal onga

Acconmmodat i on:

Virginia (Sl eeps 6 —2 Bedrooni s) $60. 00
Lar ge Rondavel (Sleeps 2)

East W ng (Sl eeps 5 —2 Bedroons) per person
West W ng (Sl eeps 4 —2 Bedroons)

Smal | Rondavel (Sl eeps 2 — Doubl e Bed) per ni ght
Bernard Wng (Sleeps 4 - 1 Bedroom

Fant asy (Sl eeps 2 —Doubl e Bed)

Canpi ng $20. 00 per canpsite of 6 people

Self Catering
Further details in next issue of The Babbler,
Enquiries M Ken Dixon, P O Box 343, Mitare, phone 62882



VEMBERSHI P SUBSCRI PTI ONS FOR 1996

Zi nhabwe Overseas and anywhere outsi de Zi nhabwe
O di nary $85 $140
Fam |y $110
Juvenile $30
Institutions $175 $185

Nyanga Cottage For Hire

Six beds available wth stretcher space for three. | deal nunber of
occupants 8. Take own bedding and towels. Self catering.

Facilities: 4 plate with oven and grill Gas stove. Fridge with freezer
space.

Cost: $35 per person per night. Donestic to clean and wash up.

Enquiries: Jacko WIlians, 14 Harare Drive, Geystone Park, P O Borrowdal e.
Tel : 882206

Dat es avail abl e: January 1996: 19th, 20th and 21st
February 1996: 2nd, 3rd and 4th
9th, 10th and 11th

TAI L END FEATHERS: Open Day Sunday 8th October 1995. LAKE CHI VERO

50 nenbers and visitors turned out for the Mashonal and Birdwat chers @en
Day.

96 different species were recorded of which the highlights were 2 African
Cuckoo Hawks, an GCsprey and a breeding pair of Collared Pratincoles. Thi s
is the first recording of Collared Pratincole breeding at LAKE CH VERQ Cur
grateful thanks to Brett MDonald of the enmbryonic “Club Mac”, which he is
building on the old Harare Sports dub site, who supplied tea and Alistair
Kitto who donated the milk

“Club Mac” is a chalet conplex which Brett plans to open at the beginning of
Decenber .

Thank you to the nmenmbers who made the effort to attend and who brought
visitors.

Dave G ay

Bi nocul ars for Birders (Continued)

Magni fi cati on. Bi nocul ars conme in different powers designated by the first
nunber (e.g. 6 x 30, 8 x 30). The second nunber refers to the dianmeter of
the objective lens in mllineters and discussion will be later. A 6 x (Six
power) nekes a distant object appear 6 times closer than it really is. The
tendency to believe that bigger is better is not necessarily so and there
are several reasons for this.

1. Higher magnification wll increase the size, it wll also increase
handshake - a bigger image but details will remain essentially the sane.

2. Geater nmgnification reduces the field: of view and produces a darker
imge. Mbdst birders choose between 7 x and 10 x. Wat you choose hinges on
a nunber of considerations and in general |ower magnification is to your
advantage if:—

a. You are a beginner unpracticed at locating a bird.

b. You have difficulty holding higher magnifications steady.

c. Most of your birding is done close i.e. woodl and, rain forest.

d. You are a highly skilled birder nore interested in speed than seeing
‘field marks’ —you recognise the birds by their JIZ (general inpression and
shape.)
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Ten power are better if i. Your hands are steady, ii. Your birding is over
great distances and open spaces, iii. You don’t carry a spotting scope.

If undecided between 7x and 10x conpronise with an 8. Never buy a Zoom
Bi nocul ar! They are optically inferior and are not supplied by the finest

opti c conpani es or used by top birders.

Li ght and Bri ght ness

Previously guides to purchasing optics centred around brightness and |ight
| oss. Now with the advent of coated and nulticoated |enses you are assured
of binoculars that offer superior brightness. The problem is that when
light strikes glass 5%is reflected away and in every binocular there are 10
— 16 glass surfaces resulting in cunulative loss of light equalled to about
50% resulting in a dark image. In conpensation manufacturers could increase
the size of the objective lens which is nmeasured in mllinetres and appears
as the second nunber in the legend (e.g. 7 x 42, 10 x 50). By coating the
lens the loss was reduced from5%to alnost 1%  \Wen purchasi ng binocul ars
make sure the optics are ‘fully multi—oated’ neaning that both inside the
bi nocul ar and out have been treated to reduce light |oss. The coating
process is exacting and costly but does ensure that you are buying
bi nocul ars that are bright and sharp.

Field of View and Depth of Field

Field of view is the neasure of the distance from one side of a binoculars
image to the other as seen through a stationary binocular. This neasurenment
either inscribed on the binocular or included in acconmpanying literature nay
be designated in degrees of arc (e.g. 6.7); feet at 1000 vyards. A wide
field — one that offers no less than 6 degrees of arc is essential to
birding. It enables you to pick up and identify fast flying birds, scan the
sky or open spaces quickly.

It is also easier to |locate birds at close quarters in a nmaze of branches.

Birding binoculars should also offer good depth of field — a sharp
adj ustrment $free inmage fromnear to far. A generous depth of field nitigates
the need to make focus adjustnents every time a bird noves closer or further
away.

Both field of view and depth of field are closely related to magnification.
In general binoculars with |ower magnifications offer greater depth of field
and a wider field of view then binoculars with higher magnification.

To be continued in January/February 1996 i ssue of The Babbl er.
By courtesy of Swarovski Optik

bt ai nabl e from
Strachan’s Phot o Pharnmacy
60 Baker Avenue
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